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ently known) which were 


ned worth preſerving 


by the Great Archbiſhop 
UsSSHER: ; and as they re- 


veal ſome of the Myſteries 
f Popiſh Iniquity, their 
Publication may not be un- 
ſeaſonable at this Time; 
when thoſe Powers are as 
induſtrious as ever to de- 
Aw” true WY] and her 


Wo Pe 


15 (75 


Lou ( Gib 8 © IVA to 
our Country expreſſed 4 
4 Acts of univerſal Charity 

to A Degree of Profuſeneſs, 


Jour  inflextble Adherence | 


8 


DEDICATION. 
to her true Intereſts, to a 
Neglect of your Peace, and 
Contempt of popular Fame, 
the Idol of great Minds | 
Vour unſhaken Cooltancy 1 
in Defence of Civil and Ri-. 
ligious Liberty force Aap-„ 
plauſe, and are become te 
Theme of every. Tongue: 
But, as theſe are the only 
Truth You do not care to 

hear, I forbear to indulge 
myſelf a Pleaſure at the 
Expence of being difagree- = 
able to You. _ 
Give me Leave, my 


Lord, to take this publick 
pps 


ty of expreſſing 
tn high Efteem I have 
WM for your Perſon and Vir- 
tue; that Gop may long 
5 preferve both for the Good 
| of this Church and State, 
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Th H E Albeing Tatters were ani 

among Primate Usſher's Manuſcripts 

in the MSS. Library of Trinity-Col- 
lege near Dublin, tranſcribed and cor- 
relted with great Care, and figned W. 
Bedell, 45 in the Edition. | 


Cheri were written from Venice hy: Mr. 
Bedell, then Chaplain to Sir Henry 
Wotton, Embaſſagour from King James 
the Firft to that Republick, and were di- 
rected to Mr. Adam Newton, 3 
to. Prince Henry, afterward Dean of can 

: And contain a Narrative of 

the Tranſafi Ons undertaken foward a 
* Reformation of Religion in the State, 

with a particular Account of their Ec- 

cle 20 cal Conſtitution. 
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They abound with many curious, un- 
common and uſeful Obſervations, whi ich 


ties the 1 80 Ability and deep Pene- 
tration 
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Ty The PREFACE, 
tration of the Author, and clear up ſome 


received Errors in Hiftory ry, which 1 : 


upon the Wiſdom of the Ning, and the 


Integrity and Prudence of the Embaſſa- . 


dour. The World hath been troubled of 
lite with fo many Books 6 idle, imper- 
tinent, or ſcandalous 


Follies and Vi ices of the Pry, that 
the Editor thought himſelf obliged to 


inform the. Reader that theſe Ear 
were publiſhed with a different View, 
and relate only. to Matters of a publick 

Nature, and are therefore to be regarded | 


as a Piece 2 e tory. 


Oni- 
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etters, ed 


with Matters of mere private  Contern- 
ment, of no Uſe, unleſs to propagate the - 
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ORIGINAL LETTERS 
e 
Biſhop B E DE L L. 


LETTER I. 


N. 


my Country, now and then you might 


hear from me; nor the Neglect of ſo 


ſmall an Office, eſpecially being now the 


only Means I have, or perhaps ever 
ſhall, to ſhew my Thankfulneſs for 


your undeſerved Love, in the Debt 


- whereof an honeſt Mind would moſt of 


all eſchew to dye, hath cauſed my For- 


bearance to write unto you hicherto : 


B But. 


EITHER my Forgetfulneſs of 
our almoſt laſt Words at my 
parting from the Court, Right 
Reverend and Worſhipful Sir, when 
you required that in this Abſcence from 
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But as God, who beſt knows my 


Heart, is my beſt Witneſs, chiefly the 
Defire of performing this Duty i in fuch 


ſort, as might be worthy your View, 
hath been the Bar to my perpetual De- 
ſire of the Performance itſelf ; and as 
to my Manner, although from the Be- 
ginning I def; paired thereof, yet the 
Truſt of your Acceptation of my En- 


deavour in good Part, made me ready 


enough. It was fit Matter that I ex- 


pected; fit, I ſay, for me to write of, 
and ro you : For to write of ordin 


Occurrences, and the News of the Pi- 
azza, ſome Merchant, orMerchant'sFac- 


tor might fitlier, and ſhould much bet- 
ter do it than JI: And as for Matters of 


State, with ſuch like Affairs ſubordinate 
to that End, I accounted, it would be 


no ſmall Folly to ſeek to give you * 
telligence, who have it there daily at 


Court, more full and certain from this 
and all other Places, than myſelf. 
The State of the Church here, and 
it either 


of Religion in what Ter 
ſtands at preſent, or is 


AS 


ke to ſtand 


| hereafter, that I might with ſome Ob- 
ſervation 
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ſervation enquire and relate, I thought 
it would not be unfit for me, nor un- 


welcome to you; and of both, as far 


as I have been able to inform myſelf, 
I will now endeavour to give you an 
Account. 

PFirſt, for the church, which Name 
(L know not by what Right) by uni- 
verſal Cuſtom and long Preſcription we 
Clergymen have engroſſed to ourſelves: 
The Signiory of Venice hath not any 
one Eceleſiaſtical Perſon, to whom the 
reſt are ſubordinate; for, although there 
de a Patriarch here, who alſo ſtileth 
himſelf of Dalmatia, yet is this but a 


Name of Honour ; he i is not ſo. much 


as an Arch-biſhop according to the an- 


cient Account, but only Biſhop. of Ve- 
nice; neither when = calleth his Sy- 
nod, do any other but the Clergy of 


this City meet; the other Cities of this 
Eſtate, as are Padua, Vincenza, Verona, 

Breſcia are diſtinct Juriſdictions, and 
ſome appertaining to the Arch - biſhop of 
Milan, which is the ſelf-ſame Inconve- 
nience that was found in our Iſland, 

while the Biſhops of Scotland, were un- 
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4 Orncinal LETTERs Let. I. 
der the Arch-biſhop of York. It is 
true, that ſome one or two Towns and 
Iſlands this Patriarch hath under him 
in Dalmatia, which are Epiſcopal Sees, 
and the Revenue of the ancient Patri- 
arch of Aquileia for a great Part, a 
Town now almoſt deſolate of Inhabi- 
tants : And what by that and his other 
Means here, he receiveth yearly 13000 
Ducats of Revenue; which is the Cauſe 
that this Place is ill filled with ſome 
one of the Nobility ; and to be ſyre the 
Pope ſhould not encroach upon them in 
the Vacancy, they have uſed always to 
have a new Elect, beſide him who o- 
cupieth the Place, in a Readineſs. 
This Man is now faid to be a ſickly 
and weak Man, neither greatly ſtirreth þ 
he in the Church Affairs; and his 
Weakneſs hitherto hath ſerved the Ve- | 
netians for an Excuſe, why he ſhould | 
not go to Rome for his Confirmation; 
which one only of his Predeceſſors, for 
Fear of the Arms of Spain, hath done: 
Although if this Excuſe ſhould fail, 
they would ſoon find another, or two, 
ere * would ſend him. c 
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Tet. h BEDELL. 5 
Under the Patriarch, at leaſt in Opi- 
nion and Appearance, is the College of 
Inquiſition, which is compoſed of the 
Pope's Nuncio, who is ordinarily Reſi- 

dent here, and hath a fair Palace, pro- 
perly pertaining to his Place, of the- 
Gift off the Signiory,. and of the Patri 
arch his Vicar-General, and Commiſſa-- 
ry, two Gentlemen of Venice, and an 
Inquiſitor of the Dominicans : Theſe 
Seven have the Cenſure of Books. to be 
imprinted, and: Audition of the Crime 
of Hereſy, although with this Mode- 
ration, that no Man born out of Tray 
is ſo much as called' in Queſtion by 
them,. unleſs he give great Scandal. 
Next are the ordinary Prieſts and Cu- 
rates of the ſeveral Churches of the Ci-- 
ty, in the Choice of whom, not here 
only, but as I have been. told by thoſe 
that have Reaſon to know, throughout 

Haly it is aimed at, that they be ſuch, 
as they are ſure, to be either no Stick- 
lers (for which they take a good Order, 
by chuſing no great Clerks) or elſe 
ſound for the preſent State, whereto- 
they are alſo obliged by Diſpenſations 
3 for: 
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for many Benefices and Church Digni- 
ties: and generally theſe, if they will 
needs be preaching (which is te a 
Work of Supererogation) muſt be li- 
cenſed fo to do; and are enjoined for 
the Rule and Square of their Doctrine 
the Catechiſm of the Council of Trent, 
which is by the Patriarch's Command- 
ment enjoined to be taught alſo in 
Schools, and by all Means made fami- 
liar to the People ; being ſet forth in 
the Talian Tongue, with great Indul- 
gence to thoſe that teach and learn it: 
Thus is the Office of preaching wholely 
in a manner devolved to the Fryars, 
and when they were there, to the * ſe- 
ſuits ; of which laſt I can fay nothing, 
fince it was not my ill Fortune to find 
them here at my coming. Only there 
came to my Hands certain Rules of 
theirs, which it ſeems were obſerved 
among them in their Preaching, where- 
of there were found in their College 
. 88 of 
= be „ 


® W bo were baniſhed before his Arrival, r | 
their Violence againſt the Se in the 'Quarrel | 
wath the Pope, 


Let. I. of Bifbop BE DELL. 7 
of Padua, when they parted thence, 
above four hundred Copies written all 
after one manner: You ſhall receive 
them here withall by this Bearer, and 
certain Notes added 10 them, which if 
you ſhall think good to communicate 
to others, I deſire it may be concealed 
that they came from me: By them you 
may make Conjecture of the Jeſuits 
| Sermons. As for the Fryars which I 
have heard here, their whole Intenti- 
ons ſeem to be, either to delight, or 
to move; as for teaching, they know 
not what it means: But to hear their 
ſtrange wreſting of the Holy Scriptures, - 
to ſee the Fooleries of their Idolatry to 
the little Crucifix that ſtands at their 
Elbow ; the Anticks of their Geſture, 
more than Player or Fencer-like, their 
Vehemency, of which a Man may well 
uſe that of the Poet * Magno Cona- 
tu magnas Nugas; it is, I aſſure you, 
Sir, a Matter of great Patience; and 
for my Part, I had found myſelf" bet 
ter faticied, at. leaſt-wiſe leſs cloyed 
| with 
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8 Onfoinar, Levers Let. J. 
with the Sermons of the Fews than: 
with theirs: And in one thing the very 
Feu contemn them, and not undeſer- 
U vedly, as Merchants of God's Word; 
for in the midſt of their Sermons, ſtill the 
Preacher makes ſome pretty Orcaſion 
or other to fall into the common Place 
of moving them to Alms, and three or 
four with: long Canes and a Bag at the- 
End, ſkim over the whole Auditory, 
and the People, generally not undevout, 
being taken in a good Mood, while 
the Impreſſion is yet new; are not un- 
liberal: Out of this the Preacher hath: 
bis Share, the reſt goes to the Collec- 
tors or Guardians of the Fraternity or 
other School that heard him: | 
And becauſe I am fallen into the 
Mention of the People, that you may: 
at once: underſtand: the preſent Face of 
Religion here; if ever there were any 
City whereunto the Epithet St. Luxe 
gives to Athens (* which he calleth 
Kere3zav); might again agree, this is 
it, Such a Multitude of Idolatrous Sta- 
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ey 


Acts 17 C. 16 v. wholely given to , 


ich of Biſhop: BEDELL. 9 


tues, Pictures, Reliques, in every Cor- 


ner not of their Churches only, but 


Houſes, Chambers, Shops, yea, the 


very Streets ; and in the Country the 


High- ways and Hedges ſwarm with 
them; the Sea itſelf is not free, they 


are in the Ships, Boats, and Water- 
marks; and as for their Slavery and 


Subjection to them, it is ſuch as that 


of Paganiſm came not up to the half 
of it; whereof to give you ſuch a 
Taſte as may be alſo for ſome Cauſe 
of it, no ſooner do their Children al- 
moſt. creep out of their Cradles, but 
they. are taught to be Idolaters, they 
have certain Childiſh Proceſſions, where- 


in are carried about certain Puppets 


made for their Lady; and ſome Boy, 
who is a better Clerk than his Fellows; 
goes before them with the Words of 


the Popiſh Litany, where the reſt of 


the Fry following make up the Choir. 
A great Tyrant is Cuſtom, and a great 


Advantage hath the Diſcipline which 


is ſucked in with the Mother's Milk, 
but to convey Superſtition into the 
Minds of that tender Age, under the 


Form 
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Spor ay, which it = 
teemed more than Meat and Drink, 

a deeper Point of Policy, and rr as 
wiſe Men would perhaps profitably ſack 
ſome what out of for Imitation to a right- 

er End. But one thing certainly they go 

beyond us in, and that is their Libera- 

lity, and Coſt in their ſolemn ſetting 

forth of their Service, and adorning 
their Churches, and eſpecially at their | 

Feaſt Days; wherein if they paſs Mea- 

fure alſo, as poſſibly they do, yet is | 

that Extream leſs exceptionable andmore 
cureable than our Beggary ; the Scorn 
of 'our Religion: Not only popular 

Conceits, but the moſt Part of Men, t 
of whatſoever Quality, are led much 

a 
\ 
c 
P 


more by Shews than Subſtance; and 
what a Diſproportion is it to come from 
ours ſo unhoneſtly kept, for in building 
we generally go beyond them, to the 


glittering Churches and Monaſteries of i - 
 Ttaly, you may eaſily imagine: Truly, x 
Sir, I have heard ſome wiſe Men ac-. b 
count this as no ſmall Cauſe of tñͥe _ 
Perverſion of ſo many of our you ng 5 th 


Gentlemen, that come into- theſe Parts. 


Let. I. F Biſhop BE DELL. 11 
To return to the People here, as they 
are thus abandoned to Idolatry, ſo is 
that of the Apoſtle verified in them, 
that they receive the Recompenſe of 5 
their Error in themſelves, being given 
over to all manner of Uncleanneſs, for 
a Puniſhment of that Spiritual Whore- 
dom : And indeed that Vice is here in 
all Sorts, not only without 
but without Shame, wherein they ar 
the Ring- leaders who profeſs Religion; 3 
and even at this preſent, in a Cloyſter 
of Votaries not far from this Houſe, 
the Report goes, that there are no leſs 
than four with Child; this Fruit hath 
the worldly Wiſdom and painted Ho- 
lyneſs of theſe Extollers of Virginity, 
and Depravers of God's Pe. of _ 
Marriage: To conclude this Point, I 
cannot eaſily reſolve whether this Peo- 
ple be more deeply drowned in Igno- 
rance or in Sin, which, each indeed be- 
ing the Effect and Cauſe of other, both 
be ſo great, as if it be true that is ſaid 
5 Things mend when they are at 
S. |ff the wank it cannot in reaſon be far 


„ eff, chat God ſhould by his Judgment 
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or Mercy work ſome Alteration, and that 
the ſame was rather like to be to Con- 
verſion than Subverſion, the late Con- 
troyerſy with the * Pope gave great 
Hope to all good Men: The admirable 
Conſent of this State to ſtand out, the 
learned Writings of their Divines a- 
gainſt the Pope's pretended Authority, 
the Baniſhment of the Jeſuits, the Ser- 
mons, ſome Invective againſt the Abuſes 
of. Popes and their Vices, by one Ful- 
. gentio a Franciſcan, a bitter Oppoſite of 
the Jeſuits and the Pope; ſome lay; 
ing the general Grounds of Reforma- 
tion, as the Time would bear, in the 
Doctrine of the Authority of the Holy 
Scriptures, explicit Faith againſt blind 
Ignorance maſked with the Name of 
Church-Belief; the Grace of God 
whereby we are ſaved, the Slavery of 
our free Will to Sin by another Ful- 
gentio a | Servite: Theſe were great 
5 Signs, y_ Cauſes of Health. mr 
a 


ws Paul RO 

+A religious Order in the Chu rch of Rime, 
ſo called from their peculiar Attachment t. to the 
Service of the Virgin Aary. | 
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pinion of wiſe and good Men here, that 
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all of a ſadden this Hope was daſh!d 


by the Peace concluded with the Pope, 
which was done a few Days before my 
Arrival here; -a Matter wrought in Ap- 
pearance by the Diligence of the French 


Ambaſſador, Cardinal Perron: In Truth 


by the ſole Authority of his * Majeſty's 


Name, whoſe declaring himſelf for this 
Eftate, made ſuch an Impreſſion at 


f Rome, E they thought it Wifdom to 
redeem this Part, although it were with 


Loſs of Reputation, rather than hazard 
all. It may be ſaid according to hu- 


man Judgment (ſave that — higheſt 
Wiſdom is beſt Director of all Things 

that this Peace fell out very unluckily 
for the Cauſe of Religion, which began 


to gain much not only in the Queſtion 


of the Pope's: Primacy (that being in 
my Judgment the main Ground of Po- 


pery) but in many others, it is the O- 


had this Breach 3 buten. Year 
or two longer, the Pope might have 
bidden farewell his Part; but now ha- 


* 
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* King James the Firſt. 
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being expired, another of his Order is 


14 ORIOINAL LETTERS Let. I. 
ing recalled his Cenſures, although with 
much Baſeneſs, conſenting to the per- 


petual Baniſhment of his chief Cham- 
pions, the Jeſuits; this he ſeems to 


have gotten, that he hath quenched 


the Spark, which, if it had a little 
more kindled in his Houle, would have 
fired it about his Ears. 

Not long after my coming, he ſent 
his Nuncio hither, the Biſhop of Nimi- 
ni (ſo is now the Old Ariminum called) 
by whom flattering the State with the 
Title of — * Filia apprime dilecta, he 
promiſed all that may be required at the 
Hands of a moſt indulgent Father, 


the State gratified him before, at the 
Petition of the French Cardinal, with 
the ſilencing of Fulgentio the Fanciſ 


can, though without any Diſgrace; nay 
with a Penfton to him and the reſt who 


Nood for their Cauſe, and Fulgentio 


hath the Jeſuits College granted to him 
and his Order, where he now reſideth; 
the other Fulgentio his Term to preach 


ſent. 
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ſent by. the Provincial, but of another 
Stamp, as bold and filly a Man as ever 
encumbered Pulpit : All Things ſeem 
to have returned to their old Courſe a- 
gain, and the Door as faſt ſhut and barred 
azainſt Reformation as ever, and had 
not one Counſel the other Day miſcar- 
ried, that J mean of killing Father 
ba Paulo, all had been out of Deſpair, 
and they would have thought, if not 
with Love, with Fear at leaſt, to have 
ſealed up the Lips of any that might 
have ſpoken againſt the Pope's Power, 


notwithſtanding J am of Opinion the 
ſame is irrecoverably broken here, and 


long it will not be ere ſome Change 
follow, a Paradox perhaps to thoſe, 


who look either to the general > 


of the Italians or ſpecial Prudence of 
this State to put. nothing in Hazard. 


But the Inducements, which lead me 
ſo to think, I will ſet down, referring 


it to your Wiſdom to judge of my 


All 
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1 The Author of the Hiſtory of the Council 
of Trent. 
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All Changes in Religion ſeem to me 
to come from Reaſhn of Conſcience or 
of State; for the former it ſhould be 
neceſfary thereto, that the Magiſtrates 


and People in ſome regardable. Num- 


ber ſhonld be informed of the. preſent 
Abuſes, _ they offer. or theſe. call for 
Redrefs, a great Work, and whereto 
much Time and many Inftruments 
would be requiſite, ſave that ſometimes 
the Excellency and Dexterity of a Few, 
works more than the Number of many; 
ſome there are here as admirably fitted 
thereto as could be wiſhed; Maſter 
Pauls and: his Scholar Fulgentio, Ser- 
vites both, of great Learning, Piety, 
Humility, Diſcretion, Integrity of Lite, 
and, which is eſpecially to be conſi- 
dered as. to our purpoſe, in great Ac- 
count with all Sorts and defervedly ; 
having in the late Controverſy ſerved 
their Country fo faithfully as the Pope 
conns them little Thanks. for their La- 
bour ; the former for a long Time lived 
in Rome, and is holden for a Miracle in 
all manner of Knowledge Divine and 
Human the chief Counſellor of this 
| Signiory 
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Signiory in their Affairs Eccleſiallical : 


The other was ſometime Reader of 
School-Divinity in Bononia, the Pope's 
Univerſity, out of which Place he was 
called home, or turned out when the 


Quarrel began; his Books are {till de- 


tained, he is ſaid to be an excellent 


Preacher, and of his Sermons, I think, 

came the Report which I have ſeen ſent 
out of England, in Print, of certain 
Preachings here the laſt Lent, theſe two. 
I know, as having practiſed with them, - 
to defire nothing in the World ſo much 

as the Reformation of the Church, and 
in a Word, for the Subſtance of Reli- 
gion they are wholely ours; what Effect 


now the Force of Truth may have in 


the Mouths of ſuch Men, ] leave to 
your Conſideration. Sundry of the Se- 
nate and Nobility do extraordinarily fa- 
vour them, and their Opinions, the ge- 
neral Doctrines, which I mentioned be- 


fore, did much Good, private Confe- 


rences have more F reedom and no leſs 


Fruit; the Name of Papalini given to 


the Popiſh Faction argues ſomewhat, 


the Baniſhment of the Jeſuits, another : 
© 3 ne 
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no ill Sign how the Minds of Men be 
affected, and, although it be no ſmall 
Diſadvantage, that the Government 
here is in the Hands of ſo many, in 
ſuch Sort as it will not ſerve to work 
one, or two, or ten, yet hath it again 
ſome Commodity, that Voices being gi- 
ven by Balls ſecretly, every Man doth 
freely, without Regard of others Diſ- 
lleaſure, ſway whither his Conſcience 
leads him: Concluding then this Diſ- 
eourſe, Reformation by that Bye- way 
of Perſwaſion of the Conſtience, though 
 flowlier, ſeems no way to be deſpaired of. 
To come to thoſe Bye-ways of Po- 
licy, which yet, I think, a Man may 
truly fay, do more ordinarily conduct 
the Changes of Religion than the for- 
mer, it being as the Corruption of our 
Nature no otherwiſe to love the very 
Truth, than as it may comport with 
our own Affairs, ſo the higheſt Prero- 
gative of that infinite Wiſdom, which 
rules us to Order or Diforder to his 
own Glory, and when we aim at other 
Ends, to effect this, it is out of Queſtion 
with all that ſee any thing, * the 
Uxeſt 
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likeſt thing ſooneſt to bring in Refor- 
mation, that can be imagined, were 
War with the Pope or at leaſt in Tay, 
for as for ſome Schiſm, by the Election 
of an Anti-Pope, it is a thing rather 


imaginable than to be hoped, unleſs the 


French King were more ſenſible of the 
Potency of Spain in the College of Car- 

dinals, than he ſeems to be; of War 
with the Pope there ſeems no likeli- 
hood, it is but the other Day that this 
Peace was concluded as thirſtingly in 
the End by him deſired as it had been 

raſhly broken; and, as broken Bones, 
they ſay, grow ſtronger than before, 
fo the Agreement of Eſtates their Jea- 


louſies diſcovered and ſatisfied, the 


World knows, that the Venetians are 
no hot Undertakers in Matters of War, 
a People of the Gown rather than of 
the. Sword, their Council and Com- 
manders of that Age, which even in 
them, who have been brought up in 
the Camp, curdleth the Blood and 
quenceth the Heat of martial Spirit ; 


their Arſenal indeed is a Shop of War, 


but it ſerveth them more for the — 


e — rn eli io 


with the Pope; 
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of Peace with the Opinion of it than 
with the Uſe; they ſee well that Spain 
will be on their Top if they tamper. 
e on the other Side is 
not martial, and hoping at firſt to win 
the Opinion of Courage by undertaking 
now, as Cowards are wont, fears the 
more where he finds Reſiſtance ; he 
hath no Money, he fears the Spaniſh 
Society will be Lyon-like, he hates the 
Venetians for giving this Precedent of 
queſtioning his Power, but for all that 
would not ſtrengliten the other, whom 
he accounts too potent in Taſy already, 
with their Ruin. Rather, if he wiſt, 
how would he try to wring Naples out 
of their Hands than help them to more; 
it 18 true, that when the Princes and 
Eſtates in Itahy were many and of no 
great Strength, he found it a Courſe of 
Gain to continue them in Factions and 
Wars, and fiſhed well himſelf with St. 
Peter's Net in troubled Waters; now 
being few and mighty he fears to break 
the Counterpoiſe, and doubts leſt him- 
ſelf loſe by ſhuffling; ſo when Peace 
is made and both Parts content, nay 
ö defirous ; 
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deſirous to be Defendants rather than. 
Aſſailants, what Likelihood. of any 
Combat ? As for other War in Taly, 
wherein the Pope ſhould. be partial to 
the Oppoſites of the Signiory, it muſt 
be in all. Likelihood, if at all, from 
Spain: The Venetians know well enough 
that King affects the entire Poſleſ- 
ſion of Tray, the Country by long Pre- 
| ſcription pretending, and by its, own, 
Situation, as it were, made to be the 
Seat of the Weſtern. Monarchy; whict, 
| now 8 good while the. Princes have. in 
heir own. ambitious Thoughts erected; 
it is true that after the Advice! 
ed him (as it is ſaid) by his Father, he 
proceeds to make bimſelf Maſter of it 
= little and little, by Alliances. and 
F and ſuch means, awaiting fit 
Occaſions rather than open Force, and 
theſe Courſes are fo unexceptionable, 
as they: cannot tell how to oppoſe them- 
ſelves to them, it may well be theſe 
Signiors fear the Spaniard the more, the 
'Tediouſneſs itſelf of which Affection 
ſometimes produceth great Reſolution, 
diſcourſing that where certain Hoſtility 
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is looked for, he hath the Advantage 
who ſtrikes firſt; to break with a co- 


lourable Friend is the only means of 


Safety, the only Peace with a cloaked 


Enemy is War; notwithſtanding for 


my part, looking to their former Courſes, 
I do not think they will be the firſt to 
take Arms, but will rather maintain till 

their wonted Patience, although with as 
good an Eye to the Practices of Spain, 
as they can: As for that Prince, beſide 
it is ſaid he is nothing warlike, he hath 


already fo much Tow on his Diſtaff in 


the Low Countries, and may have more 


from France, God knows how ſoon, 
as he is not likely to ſtir in Italy with- 


out very great Likelihood of Advantage 
and fair Poſſibilities, which if he ſhould, 
as the Venetians hazard as much as they 


have to loſe, fo they would hope for as 


good Partage as they might. The Pope, 
out of queſtion, whoſoever wars ſhould 
have the worſt of the Gain, ſo looking to 
the Diſpoſitions of theſe Princes there 


is no likelihood of War, but if there 


be conſtant and neceſſary Cauſes of 
Diſlike, if there want not ſome on 


either 


— 
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either Side to foment them, if there be 
daily new and great Occaſions of break - 
ing, it may be, this new Unity will he 
ript ere long though it be not rent, and 
that ſhall be enough to bring in this 
Reformation which we are ſpeaking of 
here; then let us conſider, that by the 
Pope's ſeizing into his Hands the 
Dutchy of Ferrara, he is become a 
Borderer upon this State, that they hold 
certain Skirts of that Signiory, which 
they have rent from it in the former 
Troubles of Italy, that the Pope having 
ſo much encreaſed his Power, it is not 
only a great Eye- ſore, but now alſo for- 
midable to them, they find the Spirit 
which this Succeſs hath put into him, 
by his picking Quarrels and late home. 
ly Uſage of them, although fomewhat _ 
before himſelf was well provided, they 
conſider how he is by the Spaniard 
made and uſed to all his Purpoſes and 
Occaſions; how his Cenſures ſhall be 
at all Times at his Devotion, they ſee 
how he hath a great and ſtrong part in 
their own Territories to uſe againſt 
themſelves ; the whole Clergy; which 
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are his profeſſed and ſworn Servants, to 
omit, that in the Conſciences of the 
vulgar Sort he is efteemed a God Al- 
mighty upon Earth, ſo as it is a doubt- 
ful Queſtion they uſe among great 
Clerks, whether he can err or not. 
Theſe Things thus ſtanding, it were 

Simplicity, in my Opinion, to think they. 
can love him, and ſcorn as much to 

Fear him. Conſider now whether it be 

1 "=" neceſſary for them to ſeek to untye 

their Subjects Conſciences from his De- 

votion, and to let them know, that if 
they cannot have his Indulgencies to eſ- 
cape the Fire or allay the Heat of Pur- 

gatory, they may go to Heaven a nearer 
way; and becauſe it is found, that ſome- 
times they who take part Vith others 
in their Quarrels, do ſet them together 
by the Ears by their Counſel, Provo- 
cation of the adverſe Part, or even the 
Encouragement of theirPr eſence, which 
_ otherwiſe out of their own Patience and 
| fometimes mutual Fears, would remain 
good Friends. Let us view the Aſſiſ- 
tance of each Side, with the Pope are 
befide the Spaniards, of whom himſelf 


yet 


yet eannot be but — che . eſules, 
the Great Duke ſometime a Cardinal 
of the Church of Rome, vom the 
Venetians love not, as be knows well 


voy oblig ged by the late chuſing of their 


fide the French King, whom they 
alway to oppoſe: to Spin, the Griſont and 


he would ſoon both counſel and 
netians, and therefore they ſtand in great 
of this Treaty with the Netherlands will 


be, the other Dukes that I mentioned 
if they do any way further 'hereunto, 


wronged more to incite him to beg gin : 
to make a Stir. Unleſs it be the Duke 


* 
- 1 7. . 
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enough, the Dukes of Mantua and Sa- 


1 


Sons Corina s: With the Vanettane: be- ; 


Sanden with whom they have ſeve- 
ral Leagues; their neweſt yet perhaps 
ſureſt: Fiend his Majeſty, ee! is nO 
Doubt but if the King of Spain had 
not his Hands full already, that he 
might ſee how to get by che Bargain, 


ſwade the Pope to break with' che YE. 


Care and Expectation, what the End 


it is with the Hope of their Aſſiſtance 
and Defence, if the Pope ſhould be 


of n Wer is a ſtirring Prince and 


3 hath 
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hath many Children, and knows he 
'Chall ſtill 4 kept back by Spain: But 
let it not ſeem ſtrange that I make rec- 
koning of the Jeſuits, and account them 
pros 2 in this Affair, being, as may 
ſeem, but a ſmall part of the Pope's 
Power; ; they are a juſt Monarchy by 
. themſelves, mighty in Number, Pol. 
ſeſſions, many Friends, inſomuch as 
they are not only envyed of other Re- 
ligious and generally of the Clergy, but 
almoſt feared of the Pope himſelf; and, 
Vhich is not leaſt to be regarded, they 
have many ripe and ſtirring Wits of 
great Ability to manage their Affairs; 
as to Our preſent Purpoſe, they have 
received the deepeſt Diſgrace from this 
Eſtate that may be, their Houſes here 
and at Padua in the late Contention 
were ſearched; their good Books and 
Writings ſeized, ſuch as themſelves had 
not the Time to burn (as here they burnt 
an incredible Number, as by the Aſhes 
on a great Heap and yet quick the next 
Day. after their Departure appeared, 
| OR. FA: tas me #4 an been _ 
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of Credit) themſelves baniſhed, and 


with ſpecial Condition:in the Treaty 


8 


this Time have not had the Mind to 
aſſemble any Council either for the ge- 
neral Reformation of the Church, or 


taking away of Differences among them 


ſelves, or not ſo much as to entet᷑ into 
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As the Imputation of encouraging the Mur- 


der of Henry III. and-IV. 
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any Conſtitution for te $ Security-of their 
own Perſons from 


ofs Cur-throats) 
expect that ſome ſuch Egg will be 
hatched as was at their lai Meeting of 


this Kind, which brought forth that 


hloody, rather than Holy League; the 
Effect whereof 


poor France can yet re- 
port of; and that Prince put to ſo hard 
a Choice as either to forego his Crown 


or do worſe, hath reaſon to remember 


him of: The Venetiaus, to return to oui 
Purpoſe, do always look fot good Afii- 
ſtance againſt Spain for the Recovery at 
leaſt of their awn, either old of new 
Pretenſions; the Griſons and Switzers 
will at all Times afford them Soldiers, 


— neither of theſe do put 


ny great Spirit? into them : The French 


all. which themſelves cannot ſaffici- 
_ ently wonder at, in the Contention with 


the Pope me 


diating for Peace. As for his 


Majeſty's Intentions, it would not be- 


come the Reverence of a Subject to 
gueſs at them farther than himſelf hath 
the World hath taken 
Knowledge of his Profeſſion to ſtand 
for che Liberty of Princes encroached 


bees e 
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upon by the Pope, if nothing elſe, not 


only the former Dangers of his Perſon, 


but thoſe perpetual of his Eſtate ſo long 
as for the Preachers of Rome he cannot 
be ſure of the Allegiance of his own 
Subjects, theſe be no Inducements to 
him to ſeek the Peace of it: To go a 


little further, it were an Opinion againſt 


his Honour to think, that he doth not 
affect the Reformation of the Church 
of God, the Ruin of Babel. If it be 
ſaid, that he is too far off to be of any 
great Uſe to the Venetians, ſome five or 
ſix Weeks failing would bring his Navy 
in the Mouth of Tiber, or if that Courſe 
by them, who, profeſſing to be his 
Friends, entertain open Rebels and 
Traitors againſt his Perſon, in the high- 
eſt Degree ſhould be impeached ; there 


is landing nearer Hand, Howſoever 


his very Name ſufficeth the YVenetians, 


and as in the late Capitulation, it made 


them to ſtand the more upon Points of 
Honour, fo doth it ſtill animate them 
not to yield a Hair in all their Nego- 
tiations with Rome : If there were no- 
thing elſe, this very Manner, compared 
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with the Pride of that See, would per- 
ſwade that this Peace cannot laſt long 
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ſince as the Italian Proverb hath it (hard 


with hard makes nogood Wall); but there 


be ſundry Occaſions of Breach offered 


already on either Side. The Venetians 


have rewarded the Divines, who wrote 


on their Side, with Penſions out of their 
common Treaſure; one (ibo a Fryar, 
who having by his Sermons ever ſince 


Eafter laſt, gotten good Reputation in 


the City, began at length to advance 
the Authority of the Pope, was pre- 
ſently baniſhed the State ; and the like 
Puniſhment bad another at Brejcia, for 
having in the former Troubles perſwa- 


ded certain Gunners there not to bear 


Arms againſt the Pope, who finding 
himſelf grieved herewith, not that they 
were puniſhed, but that they had not 


been referved to him; Anſwer was 


made by the Ambaſſador of this Sig- 
niory, that the State did not prejudice 


his Holyneſs, but he might provide that 
ſuch are break not out in this Kind; 


but if they did, They would ſurely foe | 


10 mou that they had been too mild 
hitherto, 


10 Cp 


Let. J. of Biſhop BE DELL. 31 
hitherto, but henceforth would * ſack 
them and drown them. And, indeed, 
not long after a Rumour was raiſed in 
the City that certain Fryars, who came 
to work, I know: not what, Miſchief 
here, were drowned in the Night, a 
Courſe of Juſtice in this Place not un- 
lawful nor unuſual. On the other Side 
hath been the barbarous Attempt *a- 
gainſt the Perſon of Father Paulo, 
whereof, I know, you have heard al- 
ready very particularly, many-remark- 
able Circumſtances accompany'd it, for 
the Time it was done, the very next 
Day after Perron, the French Cardinal, 
came hither from Rome returning to 
France; the Perſon dwelt hard by the 
Nuncio's Houſe, who became by this 
Means not lightly ſprinkled with the 
Suſpicion of being privy thereto, they 
led to Audeua the Pope's Town, and 
a few Days after were ſeen at Rome ; 
where, as ſome think, they are enter- 
tained as s Soldiers | in the Pope's Pay! in 
| the 


* Alluding to the Puniſhment of Parricdes: a- 
mong the Romans. 
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the Caſtle of St. Angelo; others ſay, 
they were made Jeſuits. But to have 
ſeen, how this Matter was taken, was 
| admirable, the whole City was in a 
' Broil, the Council often called in the 
Night, the chiefeſt of the Senate flocked 
to the Monaſtry where the wounded 
Father lay, the next Day the People 
every where in Clumps and Cluſters 
talking of this Matter, the Profeflor of 
Anatomy and Chirurgery Aquapendente, 
a Man of great Age, Learning and Ex- 
-perience, ſent for by publick Counſel 
to Padua, and joined with other Phy- 
ſicians to the Cure of the Wounds, an 
Edict publiſhed againſt the Cut-throats 
with a ſtrong Tally fet upon their 
Heads, and, which is ſpecially to. be 
marked, therein they are expreſly ſtiled 
the Miniſters of this Conſpiracy, as if 
others were the Authors and Contrivers, 
beſide the Prieſt's Head is ſet in it to 

Sale as well as the reſt, without reſerv- 

ing him to the Pope's Correction; not 
many Days after when the Father's Re- 
covery was certain, which a good while 
for his great Loſs of Blood and an In- 
flammation 


33 
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ſuch Sort as almoſt. for a Month he 
kept his Bed, his Penſion was ehcreaſed 
to boo Ducats, and another. Edict ſet 
forth for the Aſſecuration of his Perſon 


in Time to come; and now by Occaſi. 
on of the Eſcape 


pe of thoſe who attempted 
ſo foul an Enterprize, this Day a third 


more general to prevent the like, which 


you ſhall receive herewith. The Nun 
cio at the Beginning kept his Houſe for 
a great Time, and it was given out, 


whether truly or not, for a Colour, that 


he was ſick; ſince that Time he Bath 
received many Diftaſtes, which would 
be too long - relate in particular; he 
hath abſtained to come into the College 
of Inquiſition becauſe of the Dominican 
there who was one of the ſeven Divines 


that concurred in the Book againſt the 


Pope. Now whereas he is wont 
Cuſtom to viſit certain Churches in the 
City and certain Monafteries, they have 
ſtill fo appointed it, that thoſe that re- 
ceive him (and once he that gave him 
holy Water) are the ſame that were 
polites in the former Times to his Ma- 
{ter ; 
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| ter ; but eſpecially it is conſiderable 
what fell out a few Days fince, one 
| Pre feng elo Baummſo ( 74 

e great Nobility, Alliance, Employment, : 


as having been Ambaſſador in France, 


and ſtill on the Pope's: Side, for having 


had ſecret Conference meth: the Nuncio 


in a Cloyſter of Fryars was committed 
to cloſe Priſon, and Yeſterday cenſured. 
to loſe all his Honours, and to be made 


for ever incapable of any in Time to 


come, to ſuſtain a Year's Impriſonment, 


and after, if he ſhall attempt to flye out 


of the Territories of the State, to be 
intended baniſhed and his Goods confiſ- 


cated; theſe Affronts are yet inereaſed 


with the Baniſhment of Marcantonio 
and Vincentio the Fryars within twenty 
four Hours out of the City, within three 


Days out of the Dominion of the Ve- 


netians; it is alſo ſaid, they will never 
yield that the Patriarch ſhall go to be 
confirmed at Rome, for that Matter be- 
gins to be moved afreſh : So that con- 
ſidering theſe Occaſions anew rubbing 
the old Sore ere it hath fully gotten an 
Eſcarre, it . to me, that in likeli- 


hood 


a 1 of 


= © 
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hood Pi Pope either wearicd with theſe 


Diſgraces will anew interdi& this Sig- 


niory, and then unleſs he can make full 
Conqueſt of them (which, I doubt, 
whether he dare hope) he is here gone 
for ever, or elſe if his Back be ſo broad 
as to bear all this and more (as he muſt) 
his Authority with too much Sufferance 
will grow ſtale by little and little, and 
the Number of them, who defire Re- 
formation, encreaſing with their Con- 


tempt of him, that will at length fall 


out here, which-; in other Cities of Ger- 
many we ſee to have happened: The 


Eſtate of a Tyrant, always hazardous 


is then deſperate when he begins to 
reign by Entreaty, and eaſier it is, as 
Cæſar was wont to ſay, to fall from the 
ſecond Step to the loweſt, than from 
the higheſt to the ſecond: All great 
Things are unweildy to move, but once 
going, fall with their own Weight; 


never Monarchy yet, after it began to 
decline, hath had the Power to ſtay it 


ſelf frodi utter Ruin. God himſelf 
owes Babel a Fall, and rather than fail, 
himſelf will deſcend from Heaven to 
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overthrow it. For Concluſion, this 


only Ladd, that it is no ſmall Confirma 
Iope, that God's Provi- 
Majeſty's high Wiſdom 


dence. and hit 


3 have made Choice of ſo — and fit 
an lnſtrument hereto as this noble Gen- 
tleman with whom I now am, whoſe 
Care, Abilities, and equal Faithfulneſ 
in his 'Service-need' not my Teſtimony, 
-when they have the World's well + 
| ſerved Opinion, and his Majeſty's Royal 
Approbation: Of bh ererllent Under- 
ſtanding of Religion, of his conſtant 
Zeal to further it I can ſpeak, and when 
L have ſaid even ſo much, yet will there 
be more behind than * I have ſaid. 
In Summ, from him alone or from 


none, and from him, I hope, ere long, 
if God proſper his Religious Counſels, 
and bring them to their deſired I Tae, 
to ſee an End put to that glorious Vork, 
whereunto — ythere hath been made 


- happy” — of bringing in Refor- 


mation into this Church, whereof here- 


der, 1 Sir) I hope » to "render : 
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you an . by itſelf, having already 
with this tedidus Diſcourſe to theLength 
of a juſt Volume, not a Letter, over- 
wearyed you, I deſite that this may be 


por Excuſe of it, that it ſtands for ma- 
„and ſo ſhall my preſent Fault cover 


Re other of my former Silence: For 
the reſt, kiſſing rf the Hands of his 


* Highneſs, your Princel) Charge, the 


Fame of whoſe Enereaſe in Wiſdom, 


Stature; Favour with God and Man, re- 


joiceth the Hearts of all good Men here; 
remembring alſo myſelf. moſt heartily 
to that worthy Gentleman Sir Devi 


Murray, and to your good ſelf, I hum- 


bly: take Leave, - and do reſt, - 
WP R, 


Mur Waorſtip's ever ke 


Vintes, this New. be commanded © 
Years-Day in' our 


own Stile, 1607. T4. . BE DE L 
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Good Mr. BE DELL, 


your kind Letter and "it Diſcourſe, 
with I was much both delighted, 
and better informed of the State of the 


Church there; I took you to be but a 
Divine, I find that it is an eaſy Matter 


to make of you an expert Politician, 
* Loquor Romano more, et Sentio. I 


hear you do good where you are, al- 


though not ſo much as you wiſh and 
were able to do, if the Times favoured 


you more: The King and Prince thinx 
of your Pains very worthily, which is 


unto you a great Encouragement, and 
an Honour to that worthy Knight, in 


. whoſe Company you live, whom beſide 
other Reſpects J muſt account of, even 
for that With unto the Prince in his laſt 


Letter, to continue in the Truth, which 


muſt be his greateſt Crown and faireſt 


1 


——_— 


* 1 ſpeak like a 3 what 1 think. 


Give you very hearty Thanks fot 
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Garland. I imparted unto him your 
Diſcourſe, and * Jeſuitical Poſitions with 
the Anſwers, and will impart what you. 
eſtow upon me of that Kind, for a- 
mong his other good Parts, + Dicenda 
tacendaque callet. This putteth me in 
Mind to intreat your Help, that if you 
have Occaſion, as it is like you may, 
to meet with any religious Youth who: 
is a proper Scholar, and writeth in a 
good Hand Latin, French, and Italian, 
what Nation ſoever he be of, if you 
know his Religion and Manners to be 
good and fit for my Company, to wiſh 
him to me, although I have not pre- 
ſent Uſe of ſuch a one, yet it is like I 
may have, and therefore [ beſpeak you 
beforehand, that you may take ſome 
Time to try and enquire. I am not ig- 
norant that hardly all theſe Parts are 
found conjoined with Diſcretion, -and 
good Judgment; yet ſeeing you are in. 
the Place whither Strangers. repair (I 
we: mean- 
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* Thoſe which Mr. Bedell mentioned to have 
ſent him. 


＋ He underſtands What! is fit t to be told, and to 
be concealed. 
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mean our own Countrymen as well as 


others) and you are one whoſe Judg- 
ment I will rely as ſoon as any 
other's, I make bl 

Point, expecting that my Lord Ambaſ- 
ſador will aſſiſt you as 8 ſhall be 


offered. And thus hoping that you will 


uſe me as freely and friendly, when 
your Occaſions require your Friend's 
Aſſiſtance here, I commend you to 
God, and myſelf to your good Prayers, 
being | 


Your very faithful Fri end,. 
May, 1s. A. NEwToN. 


LETTER m. 


Good Sir, 


Send you with theſe, for lack of a 
better Preſent, an Almanack for a 
ew Year's Gift, and which worſe is, 
out of Date, as being of five Years paſt, 
but Fr Coodual vouchfafing to accept 


4 


uſe you in this 


| IE 7 3 


of 


Y 


Let. III. of Biſhop BEDELL. ar 
of the like heretofore, and to honour 
it with higher Eyes, encouraged me to 
do that, which that very Encourage- 
ment "made me afraid to do; one thing 
only I have forgotten, which I ſhould | 
have given you an Account of, that is, 
touching the Servant about whom you 
wrote : I ſpoke to Mr. Deodati at his 
being here, and he promiſed me to ſee 
what miglit be done in that Kind, I 
have now put him in Mind of it, here 
is none that can anſwer the Qualifi- 
cation which you require: This I 
thought fit to lignify thus apart, and 
with my very hearty Commendation to 
your good ſelf, and to Sir David Mur 
ray your worthy Friend, I reſt his and 


yours, 
M ready to do you Service, 
7 | W. Br EIL. 
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LETTER. Tv. 


is ght Reverend and Wor fhipful Str, 


T is now a Year, ſince that writing 
to you concerning the ſick Eftate 


of the Church here, I put you notwith- 


ſtanding in the Expectation to receive 
from me ſome News of the hoped Re- 


covery of the ſame. I have not ſince 


been unmindful of that Promiſe, and 
if I had fo, I might have been admo- 
niſhed thereof by the Receipt of two 


very kind Letters from you, with the 
| Aſſurance of your Love, and good Ac- 


ceptance of my emer Endeavour in 
this poor Kind to anſwer it; and the 
Addition of greater Encouragement than 


ever I could deſerve or hope for: But 


that, which the Father of Medicine ſays 
of bodily Sickneſſes, is here much more 


true * 5 « Kay xa, wherefore as there 


they are wont to tarry for certain critical 
Days, wherein they obſerve the Moti- 
ens of Nature ere they pronounce: S0 


hath it been e to me in this Caſe, 
now 


It 18 s difficult to make a Judgment. Ip. 4p Aph. 


+ Mb. co. _ 3 
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Let. IV. of Biſhop BE DELE. 43 
now the ſame being paſt, and portend- 
ing a longer Cure, I haye yet with the 
Opportunity of this Bearer's Journey 
into England determined to acquaint 


you with the like Courſes that have 
een uſed, and certain no ill Signs of 


Safety yet remaining. Underſtand then, 
good Sir, that ſince it hath pleaſed m 
Lord Ambaſlador to communicate wit 


me ſome part of his Religious Counſels 
for the bringin g in of Reformation into 


this Signiory (a Matter, not only in 


my poor Opinion, but in the deeper 
Judgment of athers, of fingular Im- 


portance, as well for the. Propagation of 
the Truth, and Advancement of God's 


Honour ; wherein we are all intereſted 


in the higheſt Degree, as alſo for the 
2 ring of his Majeſty and other Princes 
of the Reformed Religion from the 
continual Encurabrance, which they 


find by the Pope's daily practiſing with 
their Subjects by the Jeſuits and other 


his Inſtruments; ; Who, fitting hitherto. 
ſecurely here i in Laß, wars with his 
Enemies in their Confines at their own 
Expenſe, and without his Hazard; 


whereas 
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Wihereas, if there were but any Refor® 
mation began in Tah, he ſhould be in- 
forced to divert his Thoughts and For- 
ces home ward, to narrow his Deſigns; 
and look to his own Head and Heart; 
and in a Word, as wiſe Men here think, 
he were fixed for ever: Since, I ſay, it 
hath pleaſed his Lordſhip to count me 
worthy to participate of his Intentions 


in this Buſineſs, and in ſome part of 
| them to make me, how inſufficient ſo- 


ever, a willing Inſtrument of putting 
them in Execution ; I have obſerved, 

as methinks, the principal Scopes of his 
Proceeding : The firſt, to maintain the 
States here in Heart and Courage againſt 
the Pope, and that which they more 
fear, the Power of pay by which he 
IS backed. 


he ſecond, ; to encreaſe the Num- 
ber. of thoſe that have received any 


Light of the Truth. 

The .third and laſt, (if he might be 
ſo happy as to effect it) to formalize and 
unite into ſome Body of a Congregati- 


on ſome part at leaſt of that great Num- 
ber, which here ſtand already alienated 
| 33 | | we in 


in Heart and Tongue from Rome; 


whereunto, there is no Doubt, but 
there would be daily Acceſs made; eſ- | 


pecially upon any new Breach with the 


Pope, were the ſame once enden . 


and on Foot. 


Of theſe three, the former i is ſome- 
what beyond the Limits of my Profeſ- 


fion, being wholely Civil, and beſide 
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that the means, uſed by his Lordſhip to 


attain it, muſt be his ſecret Offices in 
College, - wherewith it is not fit I ſhould 
be made acquainted; yet becauſe, ſpeak- 


ing according to Man, it is the moſt im- 
portant Scope of all the reſt (even like 
to the maintaining of the vital Faculty 
in the endeavouring to cure any bodily 


Sickneſs) I will ſay ſomewhat of it, as 


by Conjecture and with Reſpect not a- 


lone to his Lordſhip's Effects, but thoſe - 


alſo which other Occurrents may in this 


Kind have made, or be like to make in 
this State, in which Purpoſe, it.is firſt 
to be „ fag that ordinarily they 


are noted, as rather too patient in their 
Proceedings. than very ſenſible and ea- 
ger; whether! it proceeds from the Tem- 


— 


wy LY. - 
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per and Complexion of their Policy, 
as conſiſting of ſo many 


forecaſting all imaginable Doubts and 
and finally reſolving into 


it be rather the 


Difficulties ; 
the ſafeſt Courſe: Or, 
Election of Prudence, which is dull in 
the feeling of ſuch Ill, where the Caſe, 
that may follow 'the Cure, 6 
to be worth the Pain which muſt be a- 
biden under the Chirurgeon's Hand, 
ſo it muſt not be looked for, that they 
ſhould make ſo full and ſtrong Demon- 
ſtration of their Reſolution, as others 
would do in like Caſes : No, not * 
when perhaps inwardly it is no leſs: 
From this Patience, I account, it 
ceeded that beyond Expectation they 
were content that the Patriarch ſhould 
go to Rome for his Confirmation, a Mat- 
ter long conſulted and protradted, at 
length yielded to the Importunity of the 
Patriarch himſelf, his Friends and Al- 
furthered by all the Popiſh Facłi- 


lies, 


Judgments, . 


is not like 


10— 


on, and thoſe of the indifferent Sort 
that looked for the Advancement of 
themſelves or ſome of theirs by him: 


And indeed, as 1 have heard ſome, 
who. 
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who, have heard the Bottom of theſe 
Affairs, diſcourſe ; there was not left to 
the better Sort any honeſt Colour to re- 
ſiſt it, as being a Wrong to hold him 
in this Neutral Eſtate, that neither he 
might have the Right of a Senator for 
his Election to this Eccleſiaſtical Dig- 
nity, nor appear as a Churchman want- 
ing his Inauguration, ſo that he is like 
the “ flitter Mouſe, in the Fable, be- 
tween a Bird and a Beaſt, taking Part 
with either, and refuſed of both; but 
eſpecially that Conſideration prevailed, 

that by this once ſending they ſhould 
be freed from the Neceflity of ever do- 
ing it again; whereof they were aſſured 

not only by the Letter of the Cardinal 
Burgheſſe, the Pope's Nephew, who 
manages all the Affairs of the Court, 
and by expreſs Commandment of the 
Pope; but, as they required, by the 
Pope's Averment thereof to the French 
King's Ambaſſador at Rome : To all 
which, the Peace was yet new, and - 
they were to make good that they ab- 
horred not even from moderate Obedi- 
ence, ſo long as extreme Slavery was 
not 
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be forgotten on the other Side, that 
when the Patriarch ſeemed to them to 
ſtay over long at Rome, they recalled 


him home, and finding fince his Return 


that he eſpecially had induced one Ri- 
betti, his Vicar (one of the Divines, 
whoſe Name was uſed to a Book againſt. 


the Pope in the former Troubles) to go 


to Rome for Abſolution, they entered 


into Deliberation to commit him a Pri- 


ſoner to his own Houſe, but reſolved to 


inhibit» him the Uſe of the Faculty 


che Pope had granted him, for the dil- 
poſing of the Revenue of the Jeſuits 


(being in all their Territories, as it 1s 
eſteemed, above 20000 Crowns a Year) 


4$ Pp 


fave only on fuch of their own Subjects, 


as to themſelves ſhall, upon his Inti- 
mation of the Names of ſuch as need 
it, be thought fit. The like Quickneſs 
have they ſhewed in ſome other Occa- 
ſions, eſpecially that which I account 
moſt famous, becauſe it borders upon 
Religion: A certain Gentleman of the 


Houſe of the Bondumeiri intending to 


take the Pardon, which the Pope ſent 
<2 1 | 5 Out 
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out in Form of a Jubilee (under pre- 
tence to ſtir up Men's Devotions to pray 
for the Quiet of Chriftendom, which 
himſelf hath troubled by ſetting up the 
Archduke Matthias againſt the Empe- 
ror in Germany, in Truth to cover that 
Fraud of his; and principally to draw 
into his Hands the Books written againſt 
him in this State, and to heal up, if he 
could, the Sore perfectly) was demand- 
ed in his Confeſſion if he had any of 
thoſe Books, and enjoined to — 

them; whereupon the * Fryar his Con- 
feſſor, was denounced, who was preſent- 
ly called, and not appearing, baniſh- 
ed: Whereof the Nuncio complaining 
with the || Prince, and ſhewing that he 
marvelled much that they would inter- 
meddle in Spiritual Matters of this Sort 
between the Penitent and his Ghoſtly 

b Father, adding that thoſe Books could 
not be retained by any who would be 
Partakers of the Jubilee: He had this 
Anſwer, that if it were ſo, he ſhould 
get him to Rome with his Jubilee, and 
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leave them alone with their Books. 
The Fryar wrote after to the State, 
that he was falſely accuſed, and de- 
manded to have a Reaudition of his 


Cauſe, which being granted on Condi- 
tion to render himſelf Priſoner, he did 
ſo, being yet remitted to his own Mo- 
naſtery, but his Cauſe, I think, will 


ne ver be called on; the State content- 
ing themſelves with the Example and 


Ratification of their Power in this Kind. 


I omit ſundry like Declarations with 


their holding out with good Stiffneſs a- 
gainſt Rome, which would be far more 
than it is at leaſt evident were it not 
that the Spaniſh Greatneſs ever in their 
Eye doth curb and keep them in awe. 
They have lately in their baniſhing of 
the Florence-Saicks made no ſmall De- 
monſtration of their obſerving how 


much the Strength of Spain is like to 
be encreaſed in Italy, by the late Mar- 
riage of the Prince of Tuſcany into the 


Houſe of Auſtria to the Siſter of the 
King of Spain, by the means of which 


he is become Brother to the King in 


Name, in Deed his Pupil, if not Vaſ- 


. ſal; 


„ 
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17 ſo much being to the eternal Me- 
mory of the Grand Duke his Baſeneſs 
and the Spaniſh Inſolence publiſhed to. 


the World, by the very Inſtrument of 


the King's Conſent to the Contract, 
that the Duke had ſupplicated to his 
Catholick Majeſty; that for the Support 


of his Eftate, and Strength of his. 


Houſe, he would be pleaſed to grant 


his Conſent to the Marriage of the Lady 
to the Prince his Son: And if they do 


but caſt their Eyes upon Savoy, they 
may by that Example make Conjecture 


what an Ally Spain is like to be, unleſs. | 


it be propable the Simplicity of that 
Youth of Florence ſhall priviledge him 


from it, which the Cunning and Va- 


Jour of the other could not. It is true, 
that the Duke of Savoy doth begin to 
diſtaſte the homely Uſage, that he finds 


at his Brother's Hands, that he hath. 


married his two Daughters to Modena 
and Mantua, almoſt in his Deſpight, 
who firſt delayed, after hindered this 


Combination of thoſe Princes all that 


he might; that he hath revoked his 
Ambaſlador from thence with ſome 
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Shew of Obedience: But albeit this 
pleaſed the Venetians well, and they 


have endeavoured to ſhew all Honour 


to theſe Marriages, and to the Prince 


and his Brother of Savoy, who were a 
little before entertained here with much 
Solemnity, they do make doubt whe- 
ther that Prince would ever be induced 


to forget 6000 Crowns of yearly Pen- 


Hon, which he and his receive, with 
the Hopes of as much more, for the 
Impatience of ſome Spaniſh Bravadoes 


or Deſire of new Friendſhips; yea, and 


ſome do make Queſtion, whether hay- 


Ar -- A 23 ,- ↄ ©. v9= 


1 > ” BR . 
ng received THE Briaie or at leaſt 4089 


Soldiers divided into Garriſons in ſun- 


dry of his beſt Towns, it be not now 


too late to kick at the. Spur ; others 
proceed further and ſay, that by theſe 
"Marriages there lacks now little or no- 
thing to the Spaniard, but the State of 
Venice, to the making up of the entire 


Government of Taly: The Kingdom 


of Naples and Dutchy of Milan are in 


his Hand; as for the City of Genoa, 
they doubt, if it could be of greater 


Benefit to him if the Name of Liberty 


were 
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were gone alſo, than now it is; Lucca 
is in his Protection, and hath reaſon to 
doubt, whether their old Patron will 


gratify their heavy Neighbour his new 


Brother of Tuſcany, or himſelf rather 
with their Ruin: The Pope is, and 
ſhall be always choſen and governed by 
the Spaniſh Canons; the Duke of Sa- 
voy is his Brother Penſioner, and receives 
his Forces for Caution of his Fidelity; 
the old Duke of Florence cannot by 
Courſe of Nature live long, and then 
the like Protection ſhall he have of that 


Eſtate: Thoſe of Mantua and Modena 


his Nephew ſhall in Time ſucceed to, the 


Duke of Urban is his Penſioner, the 


Duke of Parma and Placentia, with the 
Earl of Mirandula, are in the ſame 


Condition. In Summ, it ſkills not un- 


der what Titles, he hath already the 
Thing and that Royalty, that no Man 


will, yea, or can make War upon him 


in ITraly, and he at pleaſure ſhall begin 
where he ſees Advantage; and if this 
new Conjunction with France ſhould 
take place, or the Truce with the Eſ- 
tates of the Netherlands, what can be 

expected, 
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expected, but that the whole Weight 
4 of the War turn upon Traly, and light 
1 upon the Venetians, — the greater, if not 
i the only Bar, left in the King of Spar 
his way to the attaining the Top of his 

Defires : It cannot eaſily be expreſſed 

in what Agony they have ſtood here, 

and yet do in the Expectation of this 

Peace and Truce with the Hollanders, 

and how exceedingly they diſtaſte the 

Violence of the French King in it; they 

did in ſecret ſcarce abſtain fromreproach- 

ful Speeches, accounting him ſuch an 
advantageous and cautelous Prince, as 

$1 with whom, there is no dealing ; whom 
= no Man may truſt longer than ſhall be 
W for his own Profit: And this Language 
A proceeds all from their Fear of Spain; 
the which, howſoever they diſſemble, 

yet by this Anger and their other Af- 
fections it doth eafily betray itſelf, 
When the Breach fell out in the Houſe 
of , Auſtria, it was a World to ſee how 
joyous they were, how inquiſitive of 
the Progreſs of . theſe Affairs, eſpecially 
after it appeared manifeſtly, that this 
was a Plot ordered and directed by r 
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of that Houſe, as by the Copy of the 


Juſtification of it by the Archduke Fer- 
dinando, which by good hap came a- 
broad, doth appear; and if (as it is 


ho ped) theſe Stirs do cauſe the Prote- 


ſlant Princes of the Empire to unite 
themſelves, (as but for the Bitterneſs of 
ſome Lutheran Miniſters might, as it ſeems 


without much Difficulty be brought to 


paſs) there is nothing in this World that 
the Venetians would 3 lay hold up- 
on, or which would more ſeaſonably 
preſent itſelf for the confirming of their 
Courage, and diminiſhing of that Fear 


which now poſſeſſes them: Whereofthere 


is great Reaſon, ſince having common 


Enemies, the Pope with thoſe Princes, 


Spain and the Houſe of Aufſtria, they 


ſhould eaſily be joyned by that Neceſſi- 
ty, and firmly kak together, the Situ- 
ation of their Countries being alſo not 


incommodious to help each other in all 
Occaſions: In the mean Seaſon, if it 
be true that is ſaid, that where there is 


Truſt there is Love, and the Degrees of 
2 * be proportionable to the Con- 


fidence 
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fidence whence it grows, if the Tongue 
be not a falſe Pulſe of the Abundance 
of the Heart; if by the Uſage of the 
Servant, there may be any Conjecture 


taken of the Reſpect had to the Maſter, 


it behoves certainly to think that theſe 


Signiors have placed no ſmall Part of 
the Security of their Affairs in his Ex- 
cellent Majeſty, and that the continual 
Remonſtrances of his real and true af- 
fecting the Safety and proſperous Suc- 
ceſs of their Eſtate, made by his Mi- 


niſter here, be the beſt Cordials that he 
could adminiſter to them; which not 


only the Love, Honour, and Authority 
rhat his Majeſty's Name hath, but the 


Grace of his Ambaſſador above any o- 
ther in this Place, as every mean Man 
both in City and Country doth earſily 


obſerve, may well witneſs; yea, and 


over this the Deſire, Which Thave not 
obſcurely perceived, they have with any 


good Oecaſion to enter into more {trait 
and near Bonds of Alliance with his 


Majeſty ; even Nature (whereunto Pru- 


dence is like in his working) being want 
to have an Appetite to that Medicine 


again, 
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again, which ſhe hath once found com- 
fortable : I add this one Thing for Con- 


cluſion touching this Point, that al- 


though this Courſe in them be wiſe, 
and ſuch as, I confeſs, rejoyceth me 
much (as what ſhould in Reaſon more. 


than the Honour of my Prince) yet ſet- 
ting aſide now that Reſpect, and ſpeak- 


ing abſtractly of the Courage of this 


Eſtate, even this ſeemeth to me to be 
an Argument of the Want of inward 
Strength, to repoſe much in that of 
another, (as it ſeems in Nature in thoſe 
Plants which eaſily claſp hold on their 


— 85. „ —— 5 — EAI DTCC 
a holden at Courteſy, cannot produce 
thoſe Effects of inward Sufficiency, ei- 
ther high Reſolution in undertaking or 
Conſtancy and Punctualneſs in reſiſting, 


when there is any Thing to be done no- 


bly or expected undiſmayedly. 

I come now to his Lordſhip's 
ſecond End, which hath been, as J 
ſaid, to encreaſe the Party oppoſite to 
Rome. It was doubtleſs, no ill Coun- 


ſel of an ill Man, who adviſed his Fel- 


low in F action to procure to adjoyn to 
himſelf 
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himſelf the Helps of all, even the 8 
weakeſt, and it is the Courle, which 


the adverſe Party hitherto have moſt 


_ conſtantly purſued to practiſe the Mul- 
titude, although they beftow more Coſt 


on principal Perſons: but a Courſe to 


be uſed of ſuch who have Store of In- 


ſtruments, or may be more open in 


their Proceedings; ; as for thoſe who are 
ſkanted in the one, and watched over 
in the other, it is einer to take them 


to the labouring of ſome few Principal, 
which ' ſhall draw their Dependants, 


than embracing a greater Number of 


ordinary Condition to diſtract their own 
Forces, ſpend Time, diſcover and over- 
throw their Intentions; eſpecially con- 
fidering it is the Courſe of Nature to 
form firſt the principal Parts as the Seat 


of Life and Nouriſhment, and that of 
Wiſdom, yea of Neceſſity, to make 


the Tools before we begin the Work: 
Upon this Ground it hath been thought 


fit, although not denying to communi- 


cate Books of our Religion to any, who 


were found diſpoſed to read them, yet 
Eſpecially to uſe that and all other 


Means 
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Means to ſuch as are of Note and Mark 


for Authority and Learning: And thoſe 
chiefly, who by their writing againſt 


the Pope in the laſt Controverſy, muſt 


be thought in Reaſon to have their Judg- 
ments awakened, and made more capa- 
ble of right Information in all the reſt: 
And that by reading rather than by rea- 
ſoning, they might ſooneſt come to the 
Underſtanding of the Truth, was 
thought upon this Ground; becauſe the 
Underſtanding is ſo more calm from 
Affection, Ignorance or contrary Opini- 
on is not diſcovered, and the Reader 
hath Part of the Victory over Error : 
In the Execution of this Counſel, after 
I had by a Letter made myſelf an En- 


try with Father Paulo, I communicated | 
to him and Mro. Fulgentio almoſt all 


our Engliſh Writers, that are extant in 


_ Latin touching the Controverſies; with 


ſome others as Chemnitius's Examen 0 
, the Council of Trent, Calvin's Inſtitute, 

although Mr. Paulo had ſeen this laſt 
for ſundry Years paſt ; the fame Courſe 
hath been uſed to Mar/ifo (although 
not by me, by Reaſon 'of ſome ſecret 
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Emulation which was diſcovered be- 


tween him and thoſe I mentioned be- 


fore) likewiſe to Fulgentio, the Franci/- 
can, whoſe Revolt, becauſe I know not 
if it bred greater Joy to the adverſe 
Part, Anger here, or Marvel to my 

ſelf, it may be perhaps agreeable to 


your Deſire to underſtand more parti- 


cularly concerning him: After it was 


then reſolved by the Advice of Father 


Paulo that I ſhould deal with him, and 
Mr. PowePs Book De Antichriſto was ef- 


teemed not unfit to be commended = 


him, for the Concurrence it ſeemed to 


| have with his own Spirit (who, as 1 
ſignified to you heretofore, was in all 


his Sermons very vehement, and invec- 
tive againſt the Views of the Roman 
Court) I ſent the ſame to him accom- 


panied with a Letter, and after came to 


him, diſcovered myſelf the Author of 
it, was uſed with marvellous 8 
upon which grew ſundry other Confe- 
— much Diſcourſe and Truſt, 


communicating with me many Things | 


of his Life paſt, his former Troubles at 


n — which, he ſaid, when he 


Came 


„er mh 
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came laſt away, he ſhook the Duſt off 
his Feet, his Conflicts with the Jeſuits, 
his pulling down, ſince he had their 
College and Church, the Pictures 
of * Ignatius, and others of their 
Order, which their Fellows were ſuper- 
ſtitious of; his reading of St. pri an 8 
Epiſtles to his Brethren, in which, as 
he ſaid, he let them ſee the Difference 

of the ancient Church Government and 
On preſent State of the Roman Court : 
St. Cyprian writing thus to the Biſhop of 
Rome, + Shri anus Cornelio Fratri ſalu- 
tem, no, & Sanctiſimo Domino Noftro, 
nor, Ofeula Beatorum pedem, he ſhewed 
me ſome of his Writings not yet print- 
ed, as a Book of the Saints of Venice, 
with an exceeding good Epiſtle Dedica- 
tory to the Nobility, e e eſpecially 
the Point of canonizing Saints, which 
he proved out of the e Council, 
and ſhewed out of Story to be, a neyv 
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5 - Efurpation at Rome : In Summ, I tel- 
73 ling him it was too good to be ſuffered | 
to paſs the Preſs here, he told me fur- 
ther of a Deliberation he had to remove 
© himſelf from hence either into Germany, 
or the Griſons, to ſtamp that, and ſun- 
dry other Things of the like Nature. 
I found him, methought, meetly well 
informed about the Worſhip of Saints, 
and gave him Mr. Perk:ns's Problem, 
which he liked exceedingly, I lent him 
_ alſo Calvin's Inſtitute, which he ſhewed 
me that he had long been deſirous 
of, and was as joyous when he had it, 


* 


1 prevailed ſo far with him, that e 


in a Room at the Entrance of his Mo- 
naſtery there hung a Picture of the 
Engliſb Perſecution. (as here they ſtile 
ti) cut in ſundry Forms of Braſs; hav- 
ing told him of the palpable Lying and 
Vanity of it, he promiſed me it ſhould 
be defaced, he ſhewed himſelf deſirous 

to have ſecret Speech with his * Lord- 
ſhip, whereof Offer being made when 
and where he would, he put it off till 


ſome 


_— 


*The Ambaſſador, = 
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ſome fitter Occaſion. In the Midſt of 
this Courſe it Was ſuddenly noiſed that 
he was departed, and at firſt no Man 
knew whither, I leaſt feared to. Rome, 

till it appeared fo by his Letter left to 
the Prince, wherein he ſaid,” he was, 
called by his * General, and muſt obey, 

preſuming this ſhould not be offenſive 


to his Serenity, who would look for 


Obedience at his own Subjects Hands, 
eſpecially ſince he had no Part of the | 
Counſels of the State committed to him. 


Immediately after the Copy of the ſafe 


Conduct, which the Nuncio gave him 
by Order from the Pope, came into 


Mens Hands, and the Voice went, that 


the Spaniſh Ambaſſador had diſburſed to 
a Fryar of his Order, that accompanyed 
him, a good round Sum of Doubles for 
the Charge of his Journey by the way 
at Ferrara, or Bononia, 1 remember 
not juſtly whether ; ; i fell out two or . 
three Cardinals being in the Place uſed 
him with much Reſpect; whereof he 


wrote to Venice that he had more Ho- 


G 2 nour 
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nour done him in three Days there, than 
in all the Time of his being at Venice. 
By this you may partly perceive the 
Humour of the Man, and verily ever 


from the Beginning I ſaw him in a 


ſtrange Compoſition, a Contempt of 


Riches and outward Pomp, even to de- 


fying almoſt of Cleanlineſs, yet withal 
an Ambition of Honour, eſpecially of 
the Opinion of a certain Apoſtolical 
Powerfulneſs and Freedom in Reproofs, 
complaining of nothing more than that 
he might not preach, ſudden in his Re- 
folutions, beſide, as they ſay, who 
knew him better by longer Experience, 
cloſe, uncounſelled, immoveable from 
his Purpoſes :. As for his Sermons, they 
never contained any great Stuff, which 


might argue Depth of Learning ; but 


with his Goodneſs of oo Shew of 
Spirit, and free Reproof of great Men's 
Faults, he led the Multitude in the 


Time of the Interdict, it cannot (they 


fay all who heard him) be eaſily ex- 
preſſed how much. I have heard it 
certainly avouched, that but very few 


Days before his Departure he wrote a 
f Letter 
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Letter to the Patriarch then in Rome, 


telling him, that he was moved by the 


Spirit of God to write to him, blam- 
ing him for his long Abſence from his 
Flock, and for his gaping for worldly 
Honour at the Court of Rome, yea, 
for his Journey thither, who (as he 


ſaid) ought to have contented himſelf 


with the Conſent of his Comprovincial 
Biſhops without any other Confirmation. 
It hath been alſo written from Rome 
at his coming there he was well enter- 
tained, and had an Hour at a ſecret 
Conference with the Pope ; mean while 


the General of the Jeſuits being come 
to ſpeak with his Holyneſs (as their 


Stile is) and wearied with tarrying ſo 
long, gave out at his Departure from 
the Place ſome diſcontentfal Speeches, 
which coming to Fulgentio's Knowledge, 


he uſed openly this Form, nay I will 
anger them worſe yet : To make you 


marvel yet more, he hath from thence, 
by a truſty Friend, written a Line to 


Father Paulo with good Words of my- 


ſelf; and ſent my Calvin's Inſtitute, 
fignifying withal that he holds the other 
1 two 
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two Books as given him abſolutely, 


ſerving himſelf of them to good Pur- 
pete: as we ſhall ſee one Day, and per- 


aps ere long, complaining of the 
Wrong done him ſince his Departure, 
and promiſing to certify him of his 
Eſtate, &c. Ihave been the longer in this 


Narration, that I might give you the 


more full Evidence of the Poſſibility to 


reſolve what to judge of him, a Thing 
wherein, I confeſs it, myſelf am wholely 


confounded. 'This, methinks, may be 
ſaid upon the whole Matter, that this 
State committed an Error in not che- 
riſhing him a little more, (yea, although 


it had been by procuring to ſatisfy ſome 


way his Ambition) being ſuch a neceſ- 
fary Inſtrument as he was to work upon 


the Multitude ; and if not for his for- 


mer Merits, yet for the need they 
might have of ſuch another, they know 
not how ſoon: Which if they had done, 
they had avoided this Loſs and Scorn ; 
to omit the Prejudice which the Exam- 
ple with his Revolt hath done in their 
Cauſe in the Opinion of the People. 
Since his Departure, the Vicar alſo of 


the 
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the Patriarch hath followed, and (as it 


is here ſaid) hath received a Penſion 
of 500 Crowns by the Year from the 


Pope, even this in reaſon had not ſo 


eaſily been, if the other had not been 
before it. To return to- the Means 


here thought upon to further the Know- 
ledge of the Truth with the Nobility as 


well as with the Eccleſiaſticks, it hath 
been conſidered, that to propound the 
ſame in its own naked Simplicity to 
Men, either blinded with Superſtition, 


or that by the only Light of Reaſon 


diſcerning the Vizar of that Religion 


which is among themſelves, have there- 


upon cloſed their Eyes to any Repre- 
ſentation of that Sort, it were but to 
expole it to Contempt, and as it were 
to demand aRepulſe: Theſe ſame Men 
read gladly Diſcourſes of Policy, ſo as 


under that Name if Religion could be 


conveyed, it were like to find much 
better Entertainment : And this Courſe 


ſome of the Ancients are found to have 


uſed, who repreſented the Chriſtian - 


Faith under the Name of Philoſophy, 
which all Men then eſteemed, Agree- 
ably 
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i ably whereunto it would perhaps be 
very convenient in our Times to con- 


vey the Reproofs of the Abuſes and 
Errors of the Papacy in Politick Diſ- 
| 


| courſes diſcovering the greater Drifts 
thereof, which in Truth ſhould be very 
juſt alſo before God and Man, that as 
they have a great while propounded, 
and ſet forth to the World their own 
Politick Deviſes under the Maſk of Re- 
higion, ſo might Men ſee now at laſt 
their Religion in the true and natural 
Shape of Policy; in this Kind there is 
extant already in our Tongue a Work 
fo proper to that Purpoſe, as if God had 
directed the Pen of the Author to that 
fpecial End to do him Service 1n this 
| Place : It is the Relation of Sir Edwin 
Sands that I mean; which being thought 
| fit to be tranſlated into Italian, I under- 
took the Work, and by God's Affiſtance 
ö have finiſhed it this laſt Summer, the 
Fathers correcting my Errors in the 
Language : It hath been divided into 
Chapters, and in the End of ſome of 
them to add ſome Annotations to declare 
28 Things therein touched: This r 
Lord- 
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Lordſhip hath had in Purpoſe to put 
to the Preſs with all convenient Speed; 
ſome Parts of it in the mean time have 
been ſhewed to principal Men here, 
and, I do believe, to the Prince him 
ſelf: Whereof when we ſhould have 
ſeen any Effect, (and great it will have 
be ſure, if wiſe Mens Judgments be not 
deceived in it) then was it reſolved to 
be put in Execution. 

The third Deliberation, which 1 
mentioned in the Beginning, was form- 
ing ſome Congregation here. The chief 
Means, that were intended to be uſed 
herein, was the coming of Mro. John 
Deodati, the Tranſlator of the late 
printed Tralian Bibles, from Geneva hi- 
ther; for whom his Lordſhip had written 
above a Vear ſince by the Advice of the 
Fathers; but the Difficulty of the Paſ- 
ſage in Winter, and his own Occaſions 
after that, deferred it till July, and 
thence till Autumn : At which time his 
Lordſhip wrote to him to ſtay his Jour- 
ney until he ſhould hear further; as de- 
firous to try firſt the Effect of the for- 
mer mentioned Book, Notwithſtand- 


2 N * 
—_— * 1 


3 — — 
0 ** 


70 ORIGINAL LETTERs Let. IV. 


ing it being come out both in France 
and Germany that he was ſhortly to 


come hither, he was enforced to- haſten 
his Journey, and in September he arrived 


here in Company of a Gentleman of 


Geneva, his Couſin, and another his 
Nephew, both young Men, and a French 


Gentleman ſent from Mr. Pieſis from 


Samure, called Mr. De Lugnes : He 
had diverſe Meetings and Confzrences 


with the Fathers, at which both myſelf 


and this Bearer were preſent, he can re- 
port to you the particular Points diſ- 


courſed. It was told him by Mro, Paulo, 
that not ſo few as 12000 in this City 
were enlightened more or leſs with the 
Truth, alienated from Rome : That yet 


among the Nobility nothing could. be 


moved until there were fome civil Oc- 
caſion of Breach with the Pope, with 


Oe 


them therefore, he would not, that he 
ſhould yet deal, but with others, to 


whom he ſhould be brought, chiefly 
Merchants, Germans, Flemings, French, 


of whom not long before a certain 


French Gentleman had made a Liit, 


with the ſeveral Sums they would con- 


S | | tribute 
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tribute to a Miniſter, that he might try 
the Diſpoſitions of ſo many as he could: 


Vet for his Part he thought the Matter 


not yet diſpoſed enough to receive ſuch 


a Form as was to be deſired, he pro- 


pounded firſt other Meetings to be uſed 
by Way of Conference and Talk, 
whereby Men might come to know one 
another, and inform themſelves better 
of Religion ere any Exerciſes were e- 
reed, Sc. 

Now, Sir, you ſhall underſtand that 
the French . — (whoſe Name 


was Mr. Papilion) having indeed con- 
ferred with Mro. Paulo, and being ani- 
mated by him to take that Pains, whe- 
ther out of his miſtaking him, or hop- 


ing to facilitate the Buſineſs by that 
Means, had uſed this Motive, that the 
Prince and Senate did not abhor here- 
from, but would favour and further this 
; Courſe: : Whereupon the Merchants 
being not ill affected, and ſeeing no 
Fear of Danger, were very forward 


and would ſtick for no Money, heping 
eſpecially to do a Thing that the Signi-- 


ory ſhould take in good Part; and the 


Gen- 
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tleman being deſirous that ſuch a good 
Work mould take place, preſently, ac- 
© cording to the Humour of ſome, and 


very common to many of that Nation 


thought all done which is deſired, and 
hereupon filled the Reformed Churches 
in all France with the Noiſe that Venice 
would ſhortly fall from the Pope, a 
harder Work and of longer Time, as 
well appeared even by thoſe who had 
thus far engaged themſelves, for ſome, 
when they perceived that they run the 
Hazard of their Goods and Liberty, 
_ preſently drew back : So hard a Thing 
is it to follow Chriſt with the Conditi- 
on of the Croſs and leaving all. 
Others, although making Profeſſion, 
yet were known to live ſcandalouſly, 
and what Security could there be to 
commit to the Conſcience of ſuch Men 
a Buſineſs of this Sort? It was urged 
by myſelf with all Earneſtneſs, that at 
leaſt ſome Beginning might be made of 
a Congregation, although it were but 
of a very few faithful. and ſound Per- 
ſons, which like a little Snow falling 
upon the Top of a Hill, would gather 


more 
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more and more to it in time; a Form 


of Separation was preſented, which 


1 might ſerve for the Profeſſion of ſuch as 
ſhould be admitted, and for a Confeſ- 


ſion of the Faith; it was ſhewed that 


good Advantage might be taken of a 


certain ſhort Sum of the Scripture 


ſtamped here in Venice in the Year 1 567 
before the Bible in 7alian, with the 
Licenſe of the Inquiſition ; which em- 


braces all neceſſary and fundamental 


Points of Faith without any the leaſt 
Touch of Popiſh Corruption: That for 


a Liturgy and Form of miniſtring the 
Lord's. Supper, if it ſhould be thought 


fit to uſe that of the French Churches 


it was already in the Talian, and we 


had the Book ; if they thought * Ours 


fitter, which 1 had ſhewed the Fathers 


before i in Latin, and Mr. Deodati had 


ſeen, it ſhould not be long ere the ſame 


ſhould be put in Talian, as indeed then 
I had begun it, and have fince finiſhed. 
It was added that the Affections of Men 
ſince the Peace with Rome grew daily 

H 1 colder 


— * Gy W . * — 


CO I TE SED 


* That uſed in the Church of ul. 


74 ORIGINAL LETTERS Let. IV. 
colder and colder, that it was a Princi- 

ple of War, that when our Strength is 
at the beſt and that of the Adverſaries 
may encreaſe, if ever, we muſt fight; 
but Mr. Deodati thought it not fit to 
hazard the Whole upon ſo ſmall Hope, 
eſpecially conſidering that none of the 
Nobility did joyn, there wanted alſo a 
fit Perſon to be Miniſter; for both him- 
ſelf was none but only Reader of Di- 
vinity and Hebrew, and he doubted 
that his Travaile ſhould be of more 
Uſe and Neceſſity to the Church of 
God in Geneva, than it could be here, 
although profeſſing his Readineſs to be 
employed in this Buſineſs, if he might 
ſee Hope of doing Good: The Fathers 
prevented my Offer of myſelf with 
ſaying that it was not fit nor convenient 
with Regard of Jealouſy of State, no, 
nor that I ſhonld be preſent often at any 
ſuch Ridotti, or Meetings, as we be- 
fore had thought of for the ſecond In- 
tention ; thus was that Deliberation - 
broken off with this only Fruit, that 
Mr. Deodati travailed with Mro. Paulo 
to put more Spirit and Courage in him, 


and 


— = 
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and to ſtir him up to avail himſelf both 


of the great Graces that God hath given 
him, and that Favour and Authority, 


which he hath with theſe Signiors, to 


the Gry of God in the Advancement 
of the Truth. He departed alfo with 
full Information of the State of this 

Place, and prepared to ſend thither 


fome young Scholars, who ſhould be as 


School-Maſters in the Houſes of fome 
who deſired it, not letting paſs to read 
the Holy Scriptures and uſe ſecret In- 
ſtructions until more fit Occafion ſhould ' 


be more publickly offered; ſuch Succeſs 


| had that Journey, haſtned a little too 
much, which we had well hoped ſhould 
have brought with it the-perfe& Judg- 


ment of this Church's Recovery: Now 


as Phyſicians of our Bodies are ſome- 


times by an anticipating imperfect Criſis 


remitted over to another critical Day, 


ſo are we. And That ſhall be, J hope, 


the Preaching of * Mro, Fulgentio this 


Lent, who is reſolved leaving the Fry- 


arly Courſe of the Ordinary Poſtillers 
— =: to 


The Servite. 
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to preach Chr:/# Feſus; and that will 
be the Ruin of Antichriſt, There paſ- 


ſeth almoſt no Day wherein we are not 
an Hour or two together, and under 
Pretence of reading Engliſb to him, (as 


indeed this laſt Summer I made ſome 


Entrance therein to him and Mro. Paulo, 
and having given ſome Rules of our 


Language, we read over the Acts of 
the Apoſtles together) under this Co- 


lour we read and conferred about the 
whole Courſe of the Goſpels, on which 


he is to preach every Day this Lent; ; 


and I do perſwade my ſelf Chriſt is pre- 
ſent with us, and am aſſured that the 


End will not be without ſome Profit. 


0 


I add thus much further, that the Lord 


. ſeems to encourage us by permitting the 
Adverſaries to fall into ſuch Errors as are 


proper to ſhew their Madneſs to the 


World. Beſide that proud and blaſ- 


hemous Inſcription of Fryar, Caraffa 
lis Theſis, (whereof a Retract was ſent 


by his Lordſhip to his Majeſty) where 


the Pope is thus ſtiled * Pau 0 * 
Vice 
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Vice Deo, and the numeral Letters 
whereof (as I remember I ſhewed to 
Fulgentio) contain the juſt Number of 
the Beaſt 666. There is come forth 
this laſt Week a Book, reviving that 
Blaſphemy with Advantage, penned by 
one Benedictus a Venetian, the coward- 
lieft Writer that ever blotted Paper; he 
hath taken in Hand to refute the Poſi- 
tion of D. Whitaker, — that the Pope is 
Antichriſt, &c, Truſt me, Sir, when 
I firſt faw it, I did think verily, it had 
been a Draught of ſome well-meaning. 
Man toward Religion; who was defi- 
rous the World ſhould take Notice and 
Knowledge of the Writing he pretends 
do refute, and failed in the Anſwer on 
ſet Purpoſe; ſo beaſtly and loathſome 
is the Stile, the Conceit fo childiſh, the 
Anſwer fo abſurd, the Flattery and 
- Folly of it ſo palpable ; in the Conſul- 
tation that was here about the calling 
it in Mro. Paul, as he, told me, re- 
| ſiſted it, but being of one of their own 
7 Subjects, who, when he could not get 
Licenſe to print it here, would needs 
. print 
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print it at Bolona, and beſides touching 
not only foreign States but their own, 
as you may ſee in the zooth Page, it it 

is not ſuffered to be ſold openly, theſe 
good Effects I do contemplate in it, firſt 
the * Poſition itſelf is made notorious, 
then D. Whitaher's Declaration and 


Proof of it ſhall be read, for it is in- 
ſerted ad verbum; laſtly the Weakneſs 


of the Anſwer ſhall confirm the ſtag- 


gering Reader, whom the Groſsneſs of 


the Flattery to the Pope and railing a- 
gainſt the Adverſaries ſhall have ſcans 


dalized: In Summ, I think, if the 


World would have ſtudied to have done 
the Pope a ſhrewd Turn, it could not 
have done ſo well as by publiſhing ſuch 


a bald Thing in his Favour : And how 
ſhould we not then hope for Succeſs, 


when God takes away our Adverſaries 
Wits, and makes themſelves do us thoſe 
Offices, which we ſhould moſt deſire, 
and could hardlieſt effect. 


Thus have I endeavoured to ſhew you, 


5 Sir, to the Bottom of our former Coun- 


ſels, 


That the Pope is Anti-Chrif. 


— 


ſels, preſent Eſtate, and future Hopes, 
wherein although my poor Deſire hath 
not been backward, the Matter itſelf 
being of ſuch Importance as I could 
wiſh with the Apoſtle to beſtow and 
ſpend myſelf in it, yet when I look 
upon that which is done, it is yet very 
little or nothing to account of : That 
which is, muſt next to God, be chiefly 
attributed to the wiſe Conduct of his 
Lordſhip, whoſe Inſtrument only I have 
been in this Service: There reſts no 
more but to commend that to your 
Prayers, and wiſe Secrecy; and myſelf 
to your Love, in the Aſſurance whereof 
I will take the Boldneſs alſo to com- 
mend to you this Gentleman, the Bearer 
hereof, already preſented to his Maj jeſty 
by his Lordſhip, whom beſide all Ke 

his Sufficiencies (which will commend 
him whereſoever he comes) I eſteem 
truely religious, zealous, and in a Word 
ſuch as the wiſe King doubts if any 
may find any where—a faithful Man. 
And ſo remembring my Service to his 
3 — Hands 1 humbly kiſs) 
" "ww: and 
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and beſeech daily the Higheſt Majeſty 
to increaſe in him all princely Excel- 
lencies, that (if it be not too bold a 


With) his Name may be more famous 
than that of the King his noble EY ather, 
'F take Leave, and do reſt, 


3 "_ | 3 13 8 FF 1 ö Bd Þ + 
Nur Worſhip's moſt ready always 


to do you Service, 


. 3 WILLIAM Bedrii, 
— 


